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President Vicente Fox Quesada has sent to Congress a bill to legalize the San Andres Accords, which
would greatly expand the rights of indigenous communities in Mexico. Fox's decision to send the
bill to Congress removes a key obstacle to achieving a peace accord with the Ejercito Zapatista de
Liberacion Nacional (EZLN) in Chiapas.
The accords were negotiated by former President Ernesto Zedillo's Chiapas peace envoy Manuel
Camacho Solis in 1996 (see SourceMex, 1996-02-21). But the Zedillo administration refused to
recognize the agreements, which angered the EZLN and led to a breakdown in peace negotiations
(see SourceMex, 1996-05-01, 1997-03-12, 1997-09-17). Zedillo later attempted to push through a
watered-down indigenous-rights initiative, but this was immediately rejected by the EZLN (see
SourceMex, 1998-04-01).
During his campaign for the presidency, Fox pledged to seek passage of the San Andres Accords
as a first step to achieving peace in Chiapas. He sent Congress the legislation to formalize the San
Andres Accords on his first day in office.

President also reduces military role in Chiapas
In other efforts to reach out to the EZLN, Fox also ordered a reduction in the military presence in the
areas of Chiapas controlled by the EZLN, another key condition of the Zapatistas. Among the actions
ordered by the president were removing military roadblocks and ending overflights and patrols in
these areas. "We're saying goodbye to military logic and embracing political logic," said Fox during
a nationwide tour following his inauguration. "The suffering of Mexican Indians is unacceptable.
The need to change our policy toward these people is obvious."
Once negotiations with the EZLN resume, the government's delegation will be led by former PAN
senators Luis H. Alvarez and Rodolfo Elizondo. Alvarez is a former member of the Comision de
Concordia y Pacificacion (COCOPA), the special Chiapas committee created by the two houses
of Congress. "The new dialogue begins with deeds, not words. The new dialogue speaks with
the sincerity of actions," said a communique released Saturday by Alvarez and Interior Secretary
Santiago Creel Miranda.

EZLN offers encouraging response
The EZLN, which had kept a low profile during the presidential elections and the final months
of Zedillo's presidency, responded positively to Fox's gesture. "I am giving you the benefit of the
doubt," EZLN leader Subcomandante Marcos said in a communique to Fox. "You are beginning
from zero, and you will have the opportunity to choose between war and the dialogue for peace
in Chiapas." Marcos said the EZLN would send a delegation to Mexico City to participate in the
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congressional debate on the accords. "We are leaving to do the work our companions are counting
on us to do: to bring this war to an end," he said.
Creel said the Fox administration was gratified by the EZLN willingness to "move ahead," although
he acknowledged that the Chiapas situation would not be easily resolved. "For the process to
advance, we have restore that minimal level of trust among the various parties," said Creel. Fox's
efforts to achieve peace in Chiapas are also aided by the defeat of the long-governing Partido
Revolucionario Institucional (PRI) in the Chiapas gubernatorial election in August. Pablo Salazar
Mendiguchia, who represented a coalition of opposition parties, handily defeated his PRI rival in
those elections (see SourceMex, 2000-08-23).
Salazar, who served in COCOPA with newly appointed Chiapas peace commissioner Alvarez,
pledged in his inauguration speech to work to end violence in Chiapas. "No more bloodshed,"
Salazar said, "particularly the blood of the innocent."
Some indigenous groups are pressing the Fox administration to fully withdraw military forces
from Chiapas. "Fox is mistaken if he thinks that demilitarizing Chiapas means merely removing
roadblocks," said Victor Guzman, a leader with the Consejo Nacional Indigenista. "The military is
still present in its bases."
But local political leaders and human rights organizations say they do not support the removal of
the army from Chiapas until PRI-supported paramilitary forces are dismantled. "We are afraid
there will be no control over paramilitary groups," local human rights activist Sylvia Aguilera Garcia
told The Washington Post. The activities of the paramilitary forces were widely encouraged and
endorsed by former PRI governors Roberto Albores Gillen, Eduardo Robledo, and Julio Cesar Ruiz
Ferro.
The most infamous paramilitary attack on EZLN supporters occurred in the town of Acteal in
December 1997, resulting in the deaths of 45 Tzotzil Indians, mostly women and children (see
SourceMex, 1998-01-07, 1998-01-14).

New Chiapas governor to release political prisoners
One of Salazar's first actions after assuming office in early December was to direct his state Attorney
General Mariano Herran Salvatti to review the cases of all prisoners detained because of their ties to
the EZLN and to suspend the sentences of those charged with political crimes. The EZLN estimates
that 80 to 100 political prisoners are being held in Chiapas jails. "All prisoners of conscience
must be freed, and unjust sentences against social leaders must be canceled," Salazar said in his
inauguration speech.
Salazar announced the immediate cancellation of a program launched by previous PRI
administrations to develop new municipalities in Chiapas. These municipalities were a source
of tension with EZLN sympathizers, since they were a direct response to their own autonomous
communities (see SourceMex, 1998-07-08). Salazar also pledged to appoint reconciliation
commissioners in trouble spots like the towns of Chenalho and El Bosque, sites of violent clashes
between sympathizers of the EZLN and the PRI. (Sources: The Washington Post, 12/01/00, 12/03/00,
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12/05/00; The Chicago Tribune, Proceso, 12/03/00; The Dallas Morning News, 12/03/00, 12/06/00;
Novedades, Reforma, 12/04/00, 12/06/00; Notimex, 12/07/00; Los Angeles Times, 12/03/00, 12/06/00,
12/09/00; The New York Times, 12/04/00, 12/09/00; Proceso, 12/10/00; Associated Press, 12/03/00,
12/05/00, 12/11/00; CNI en Linea, 12/03- 05/00, 12/08/00, 12/10/00, 12/11/00; Reuters, 12/06/00,
12/11/00; Milenio, 12/11/00; El Economista, 12/11/00, 12/12/00; La Jornada, 12/04-06/00, 12/12/00,
12/13/00; Excelsior, 12/04-08/00, 12/11/00, 12/13/00; El Universal, 12/04-07/00, 12/11-13/00; El
Financiero, 12/04/00, 12/05/00, 12/07/00, 12/11-13/00)
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